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Most common outcomes
California has the largest death row in the Western 
Hemisphere at 548 people. 

There are three possible outcomes that would lead to an end to 
their capital habeas litigation:

A reduction in sentence 
(including exoneration)

Death by non-
execution causes

Execution by the State of 
California

274 194 13
people have received grants of relief 
from their death sentence and/or 
have been resentenced to a lesser 
sentence since 1977.

people on death row 
have passed away 
from other causes.

people have been executed 
by the State of California, out 
of the 1,023 people it has 
sentenced to death.

The currently predicted outcomes for the 548 people on California’s death row:

www.hcrc.ca.gov

Predicted to have 
sentence reduced


~57%

Predicted to die by 
non-execution means


~40%

Predicted to die 
by execution


~3%

have a 97% CHANCE of a non-execution outcome.
Thus, those currently sentenced appear to

A person sentenced to death in California...

than be executed.

The information in this fact sheet comes from the 2025 Annual Report, updated 11/01/2026, and from the sources cited therein. The 
Habeas Corpus Resource Center (HCRC) was created to address the clear need for qualified attorneys to represent death-
sentenced individuals in habeas corpus proceedings. More information about HCRC, and what we do, may be found on our public 
website: www.hcrc.ca.gov.

and 14 times more likely to die while incarcerated 
is 21 times more likely to obtain a reversal
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